SELECTED LOCAL RESOURCES 

Note: The following list is not intended to be comprehensive. 

It presents an array of local resources encompassing local government, public education, 

and non-profit agencies that work together to strengthen families and support youth.

 Information shown has been provided by the agencies and/or their websites.

Beach Flats Community Center, a program of Community Bridges

The Beach Flats Community Center (BFCC) is a community and resource center in the heart of the Beach Flats neighborhood, working to improve the living and social conditions of families and individuals here. Services include information and referral, outreach, child development activities (preschool co-op, seminars, and literacy workshops), youth development (after-school activities, community service, computer lab) and community development (advocacy, parent engagement, community gatherings and celebrations). The Beach Flats Community Center works in partnership with families and local organizations to create a mutual support network.  Early intervention and prevention, working with fully engaged parents, is key to helping children and youth stay healthy and thriving. 

133 Liebrandt Avenue, Santa Cruz 

Contact:  Reyna Ruiz, email, reynaR@cbridges.org; (831)426-2322.

To volunteer: volunteer@beachflatscommunitycenter.org; Laney Rupp, (831) 426-8282.

www.beachflatscommunitycenter.org
Big Brothers/Big Sisters

By matching children in our community with caring and reliable mentors, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Santa Cruz County keeps children in school, away from drugs, and out of trouble.


1500 41st Ave., Suite 250, Capitola, CA 95010; (831) 464-8691


Contact Hannah Mello, outreach coordinator: Hannah@santacruzmentor.org

www.santacruzmentor.org
Boys and Girls Club of Santa Cruz

The Boys & Girls Club of Santa Cruz is a youth development organization serving ages 7 – 18 with fun, safe activities in a positive environment. We also offer programs in avoiding risky behaviors and self-esteem building, e.g. Smart Girls, Passport to Manhood and targeted outreach, to address youth safety issues.

543 Center Street, (831) 423-3138, Contact Gretchen Long 

www.boysandgirlsclub.info
City of Santa Cruz - Commission for the Prevention of Violence Against Women (CPVAW) 

The commission aims to end sexual assault, sexual harassment, and domestic violence in the City of Santa Cruz through prevention, education, and public policy. Programs include self defense classes for women and girls, safe place network, resource directory.


809 Center Street, Room 8-9, Santa Cruz (City Hall)


Contact: Kathy Agnone: kagnone@ci.santa-cruz.ca.us; (831) 420-5365


http://www.ci.santa-cruz.ca.us/index.aspx?page=200
City of Santa Cruz – School Resource Officer

Funded jointly by the City of Santa Cruz and Santa Cruz City Schools, the School Resource Officer works with faculty, staff, students and parents at Santa Cruz High and Harbor High to promote school safety and provide early intervention related to youth violence and other risk factors.


2009-2010 school year: Officer Barnaby Clark 


SCPD: 155 Center St., Santa Cruz, 95060; Admin: (831) 420-5800

City of Santa Cruz - Teen  Center

Drop in recreation program offered by the City of Santa Cruz, providing a safe space and a wide array of activities for students age 12-18.


Currently: 125 Laurel St., until mid-December. 

Starting mid-January 2010: NEW location at Louden Nelson Community Center, 301 Center St 

Contact: Robert Acosta. racosta@ci.santa-cruz.ca.us, (831) 420-5430

http://www.ci.santa-cruz.ca.us/index.aspx?page=577
Diversity Center

The Diversity Center is the Santa Cruz County Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Community Center. Among its many programs is Queer Youth Scene -- a safe space for queer youth and their youth allies, ages 12 to 18, to meet and make a difference. The main focus at the Scene is to better our schools and communities by educating ourselves and others about LGBTIQ issues.

1117 Soquel Ave, Santa Cruz CA 95062, (831) 425-5422

www.diversitycenter.org
Familia Center

Familia Center is a Latino based community resource center, assisting low-income families and individuals in the northern Santa Cruz  County. Our mission is to empower those who struggle with poverty, exclusion and racism while assisting them to meet their needs. We offer youth programs that are designed to build self-esteem and confidence and enhance the lives of children who would otherwise be at risk for getting involved in delinquency behaviors and activities.

711 E. Cliff Dr. Santa Cruz, CA 95060 (831) 423-5747

www.familiacenter.org
Parents Center

The Parents Center provides professional counseling services for families with open child welfare cases to treat and prevent child abuse. We also have counseling services for children with behavioral problems who have Medi-Cal. Both services help reduce underlying causes of youth violence in our community.


530 Soquel Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA. 95062; (831) 426-7322

Santa  Cruz County Children's and Adolescent Mental Health Services

As part of the Health Services Agency, Santa Cruz County Children's and Adolescent Mental Health provides mental health services to keep youth at home, in school and out of trouble.  The agency partners with Schools, Juvenile Justice, and Child Welfare, and Community Based Agencies to address severe emotional or behavioral issues that may contribute to violence or crime. 

1400 Emeline Avenue, Bldg. K, Santa Cruz, Ca 95060; (831) 454-4900

12 West Beach Street, Watsonville, CA 95076; (831) 763-8300

Access Team (800) 952-2335

www.santacruzhealth.org, then click Mental Health and Substance Abuse, then click Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

Santa Cruz County Community Counseling Center:

• Youth Services

Youth Services provides a broad range of educational, preventive and intervention services for youth needing support in making positive life choices. Programs include: YES School (clean and sober high school with County Office of Education), Tyler House (residential substance abuse treatment), STRANGE (support for queer youth), transition-age foster youth services, and many others.

709 Mission Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 - (831) 429-8350

245 E. Lake Avenue, Watsonville, CA 95076 - (831) 728-2226

email: youthservices@scccc.org
www.scccc.org
• Residential Recovery 

Santa Cruz Residential Recovery (Santa Cruz) 

Si Se Puede (Watsonville)

Santa Cruz County Friday Night Live Partnership 

Friday Night Live youth build partnerships with the community to create solutions to address local issues. Through various projects we focus on limiting youth access to alcohol, as well as reducing alcohol, drug use and violence at schools and in the community. Some of our partnerships include Project CURB, Santa Cruz Meth Project, Cara y Corazon, The Seven Challenges and More Mileage.

1400 Emeline Ave., Bldg. K, Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Contact: Brenda.Armstrong@health.co.santa-cruz.ca.us., (831) 454-5483

www.santacruzhealth.org, www.fridaynightlive.org, www.projectcurb.com, www.santacruzmeth.org, www.recoverywave.com
Together for Youth/Unidos Para Nuestros Jovenes (TFY/UPNJ) 

This is a community-wide collaborative of local organizations, meeting under the auspices of the United Way and working to create a positive, diverse, and healthy environment for youth in order to increase youth skills, confidence and abilities, and reduce the factors that may place them at risk for harmful behaviors.

TFY/UPNJ, United Way, 1220 41st Ave., Suite C., Capitola, 95010 

Contact: Klacrosse@unitedwaysc.org, (831) 465-2212 


http://www.unitedwaysc.org/index.php?pr=Together_for_Youth
YouthSERVE Program of the Volunteer Centers of Santa Cruz County and

Youth Coalition Santa Cruz (YCSC)

YouthSERVE empowers young people to take an active role in their community through volunteering, community internships, mentoring and Youth Coalition Santa Cruz  (all proven effective strategies for violence prevention). YCSC is a youth-led group that provides an opportunity for youth voice and leadership in the community. 

1010 Emeline Ave, Blg C., Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Contact: Christina Thurston, (831) 427-5066, ys@scvolunteercenter.org
www.scvolunteercenter.org
