City of Santa Cruz Water Sources

The City’s drinking water supply is drawn entirely from local

water sources originating within Santa Cruz County.

Surface water accounts for over 95 percent of the total,
while groundwater pumped from wells makes up less than 5
percent. The San Lorenzo River is the city’s single largest

source. In all, about 3.9 billion gallons of water are

produced from these sources each year to meet the water

needs of local residents, businesses, and visitors.
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