City of Santa Cruz
FIRE DEPARTMENT

INCIDENT UPDATE
Prepared by: Battalion Chief Dan Kline
ADDRESS

DATE

TIME

100 Keystone Way

02/09/2019

1726

INCIDENT TYPE
Swift Water Rescue

DOLLARS LOSS
0

DISPLACED OCCUPANTS

INCIDENT COMMANDER

INCIDENT NO.

Battalion Chief Daniel Kline

SCZ19-01070

DOLLARS SAVED

OCCUPANCY TYPE

1ST IN COMPANY
E3110

NO. UNITS (APTS.)

0

0

0

ADULTS INJURED

MINORS INJURED

CIVILIAN FATALITES

0

1

0

0

CIVILIANS RESCUED/SAVED

FIREFIGHTER
INJURIES

FIREFIGHTER
FATALITIES

TOTAL
FIREFIGHTERS

2

0

0

26

ALLIED AGENCIES

TIME TO CONTROL
INCIDENT

INCIDENT DURATION

TOTAL COMPANIES

5 hours

6

1) CalFire, Felton
2) State
Fire, Ben
Parks,
Lomond
AMR Fire4 hours
INCIDENT DESCRIPTION

On February 9th at 1726 hours, Santa Cruz Fire Department responded to a report of a swift water
rescue in the San Lorenzo River in the area of Paradise Park.
The reporting party stated he was kayaking down the river with a friend when they were both
ejected from the kayak and his friend was trapped under water. The reporting party updated
responders that he was able to free the victim and he was performing CPR. Fire Crews arrived in
the area and began searching for the victim from the area of Paradise Park in the north bound
direction. Locating and accessing the patient was very difficult and the reporting parties cell phone
call was dropped several times. GPS technology was used to pinpoint the location and guide
rescuers to the victim. Crews entered the water at a safe location at the north end of Paradise
Park and traveled approximately 300 yards traversing the river to make contact with the patient.
Extricating both patients presented multiple challenges with steep mountain sides, rapidly moving
water and darkness. The crews used several technical rope rescue systems and patient packing
equipment to complete the extrication as safely as possible. The patient was transported to a local
area hospital for treatment. No firefighter injuries were reported.
The Santa Cruz Fire Department wants to remind everyone of the dangers of moving water ways.
We would also like to remind you of the importance of CPR training. The CPR provided may have
played a significant role in what we hope will be a positive outcome for this patient.
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