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SUSTAINABLE
TRANSPORTATION & LAND
USE PLANNING
State incentives for
people to replace aging
vehicles with more
efficient hybrids or plugin electric vehicles are
essential if the State and
City are to meet their
transportation reduction
goals. Such technology
could reduce emissions
by 50% over current
vehicles and may provide
a significant opportunity
to increase fuel efficiency
and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions. While
local residents have
purchased a large number
of hybrid and fuel-efficient
cars, local promotion
and infrastructure
improvements to
facilitate low- to nocarbon vehicles is a key
part of the City’s efforts.

Switch 20% of Cars to
Low-Carbon Fuels by 2020
1. Promote the City’s package of
incentives for those who own and
use low-carbon/high-efficiency
fuel vehicles.
GHG = 1,412 tons reduced

Most cities are not able to provide
cash rebates to support the purchase
of electric and alternative fuel vehicles
but Santa Cruz is providing other
incentives that can save electric
vehicle (EV) owners time and
money. The City of Santa Cruz now
provides free electric charging and
free or preferred parking to benefit
EV owners. The City is working with
the Monterey Bay Electric Vehicle
Alliance (MBEVA, the regional
EV planning group) to establish a
systematic strategy to increase the
number of plug-in electric vehicles
in the Monterey Bay area through
increasing the availability of

WHAT WE’RE DOING
Continuing to work with
the MBEVA and others to
assess needs, develop future
municipal and private
charging infrastructure, and
sponsor events to promote
EV usage.
Evaluating preferential or
size appropriate parking for
electric vehicles, ultra mini
cars, and scooters.
Promoting the City’s package
of incentives for those who
own and use low-carbon/
high-efficiency fuel vehicles.

GET INVOLVED

n

DETAILS

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT/
PROGRAM(S):
Public Works, Planning,
Climate Action

n

n

Check out local EV
charging station
locations at
plugshare.com
Consider an electric
vehicle or hybrid for your
next vehicle purchase
Attend an upcoming
MBEVA meeting or event

GHG REDUCTION
ESTIMATE:
1,928 Metric Tons CO2e
STATUS:
n

The City has installed 13
EV charging stations at
7 of its municipal lots,
providing free charging
in City’s Downtown and
Beach area.

n

The Wharf’s electric
maintenance vehicle is
charged by wind and
solar energy.

n

Since installed in 2013,
the Wharf’s EV charger
has logged over 176
charging sessions.

n

The Downtown Trolley
and South County City
employee vanpool are a
compressed natural gas
vehicles.

recharging stations and selecting areas
to install new recharging facilities.

2. Reduce City fleet vehicle
emissions by 20% by 2020.
GHG = 516 tons reduced

The downtown trolley began service in
summer 2013 and transports passengers
back and forth between the beach
and downtown, avoiding parking and
traffic congestion. It is convenient,
ADA-accessible, and an enjoyable way
to experience what Santa Cruz has
to offer for all ages. Trolley riders can
park downtown (at an EV charging
station!) and easily get to the Monterey
Bay Sanctuary Exploration Center, the
Municipal Wharf, Main and Cowell
beaches, and the Boardwalk. The
downtown trolley runs on compressed
natural gas and makes the 2.2 miles
loop between Pacific Avenue and the
Boardwalk 20 times per day during the
summer. Average daily ridership for
summer 2012 was 300 passengers and
increased to 346 passengers in 2013.

City fleet vehicles provide an
excellent opportunity to invest in
alternative fuel vehicles and help
demonstrate to the community their
utility. Currently, UCSC has a large
number of EVs, the City of Watsonville
has purchased several and the Santa
Cruz Wharf uses electric maintenance
vehicles. In 2013, the City leased 3
Nissan Leaf EVs as part of its vehicle
replacement program.
City fleet EVs are also recharged
from the City solar PV parking canopy
at City Hall. The City is also seeking
to improve its waste collection vehicle
fuel efficiency and reduce trip vehicle
miles traveled where possible. It is
evaluating the purchase of alternative
fuel collection and sweeper vehicles as
technology develops and regulations
permit.
Visitors to Santa Cruz can use the
Parker app for iPhone or Android devices
to make searching for parking easy. The
Parkmobile app can be used to locate and
pay for parking from your smartphone.
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