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Going back to
the basics
Recycling can be
confusing! Not
everything with a
recycling triangle
symbol is accepted in
the blue recycle cart
in Santa Cruz. So how
do you know what to
put in the recycle bin
at school? If you stick
to these four basic
categories, you won’t go
wrong.
l Paper — After you
have used both
sides, place it in the blue bin.
l Cardboard or Chipboard — You know what cardboard boxes are.
Chipboard is used to make boxes for crackers or snack packs. Be sure to
take everything out before you put the box in the blue bin.
l Plastic Drink Bottles — Make sure you empty all liquid and then put the
cap back on.
l Aluminum and tin cans — Make sure they are empty.
Bringing food and drinks to school or events in your own reusable
containers is a great way to avoid the question, “Is THIS recyclable?”

Ready, set, draw!
It’s time for
the Santa Cruz
Recycles! and
the Keep Santa
Cruz Clean and
Litter Free poster
contests. How
would you like to
see your artwork
displayed on
the side of a
recycling truck or
a Bigbelly trash
compactor? It’s
time to grab your
pens, pencils,
and crayons and draw, draw, draw! Put your creativity and drawing talent to
work and design a colorful poster showing why it is important to recycle and
reduce litter in Santa Cruz.
Every year, the Santa Cruz Recycles! contest winners see their posters
super-sized and mounted on the sides of our City recycling trucks. For a

second straight year, Keep Santa Cruz Clean
and Litter Free student artwork will decorate
the sides of the Bigbelly trash compactors
located in downtown Santa Cruz. The
posters on the trucks share the recycling
message all year long as they roll through our
neighborhoods. The posters on the Bigbelly
trash compactors remind visitors to help keep
downtown clean and litter free.
The deadline for entry is May 31, 2018. You
will find the entry form, size requirements,
and other information on our website at
cityofsantacruz.com/truckposters. If you have
questions, call 420-5593.

Keep it clean!
Don’t contaminate your recycling! Keep these items OUT of your blue
cart: pizza boxes, plastic clamshells, plastic foam cups and foam packing
material, soup and juice cartons, food, and “tanglers,” such as electrical
cords, clothes, hoses, loose plastic bags and Christmas lights. Also, think
twice before buying single-use packages, such as chips and crackers, lunch
snack packs, or drink boxes or pouches. These items can cost more than
buying a bigger package and filling your own reusable container. Plus, most
single-use packages can’t be recycled. Learn more about recycling the right
things — and not the wrong ones — at cityofsantacruz.com/recycleright.

Earth Day Santa Cruz 2018
Come celebrate Earth Day on Saturday, April
21! The fun begins at 11 a.m. and continues
until 4 p.m. at San Lorenzo Park in
Santa Cruz. There will be all kinds
of activities for kids, including a
climbing wall, crafts, and gymnastics,
plus music, a recycled fashion show
put on by teens and many cool, earthfriendly booths.
Don’t forget to visit the school
booths to see the great environmental
class projects. This is going to be a fun day
for the whole family. For more information
about Earth Day Santa Cruz, visit SCearthday.org.

Calling all classrooms
Students in grades K through 12 are invited to enter the Earth Day Class
Challenge. Your class may choose any environmental topic to explore. Past
projects have included alternative transportation, water conservation, wind
power, composting at school and plastic pollution in the ocean. Earth Day
Class Challenge projects are displayed at Earth Day Santa Cruz. Classes that
take part are eligible for a share of our prize money, which is divided equally
among all projects presented. Your class could win up to $200! To learn more,
visit cityofsantacruz.com/schoolrecycling.
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Waste-free
dori poles
for your
celebration

class or club field trip. With questions about our programs or to schedule a
visit, ask your teacher or club leader to contact us at 420-5593 or lomalley@
cityofsantacruz.
At some schools, students will learn about recycling and preventing
pollution at musical assemblies led by groups like ZunZun or the Banana
Slug String Band.
In the meantime, if you’re looking for some fun games online, visit
EPA.gov/students/games-quizzes-and-more.
We hope to see you soon. Happy spring!

Spring is the season for school
celebrations, festivals, carnivals and
graduations. Special events are fun, but
they can create extra waste. Decorations
like balloons cannot be reused or recycled,
so they end up in the garbage after the
event. Plus, balloons pose a serious threat
to wildlife, especially when they end up
in the ocean. Animals and birds mistake
balloons for food or get tangled up in the
ribbon tails. On land, balloons and ribbons
get caught in trees, fences and power lines.
Metallic balloons can even cause the power
to go out.
The City of Santa Cruz has a better
idea! We offer Dori Poles — a waste-free
decoration! Schools may borrow Dori Poles
and long, triangle-shaped flags (pennants)
for special events, free of charge. The colorful and festive pennants wave
gently in the breeze and can be used over and over again with nothing
to throw away. Your school may reserve up to eight poles and colorful
pennants by calling 420-5593.

Spring greening
As the trees in the mountains sprout new leaves and temperatures climb,
you may feel new energy as you move out of winter and into spring. This
is a great time to add more green to your classroom! We can visit your
classroom with some “spring green” ideas. We also visit youth groups and
club meetings. We have
fun, hands-on lessons
for classes and clubs that
explore reducing waste,
recycling, composting
and so much more. We
can even show you how
to make new paper from
old paper and create
upcycled crafts. You can
also tour the Resource
Recovery Facility on a

We all live in a watershed,
so let’s take care of it!
What do you use water for? Do you drink it, give it to your pets, grow
food in your garden or enjoy playing in it? Last winter’s storms brought
a lot of rain to our area. Did you know your drinking water comes from
those storms? Rain falls on the land to form streams, fill up our lakes and
reservoirs, and trickles underground into the earth. All of the water we
drink comes from a watershed. A watershed is all of the land, including
streams and lakes,
that drain to the
same place.
In Santa Cruz,
our main source
of drinking water
is the San Lorenzo
River. It starts high
up in the Santa
Cruz Mountains
and drains out to
the Monterey Bay. If
you’ve been to the
Santa Cruz Beach
Boardwalk, you may
have noticed the large river mouth — that is where the San Lorenzo River
meets the Monterey Bay! We are not the only ones who use water from our
San Lorenzo River. Every winter, steelhead trout and coho salmon make
the long journey up the San Lorenzo River. They jump over riffles and
rocks and through logs and fast-moving water to find a section of stream
where they lay their eggs in nests. We also share the water in our watershed
with plants, like redwood trees.
Many people, plants and animals rely on our watershed. That’s why
we need to care for and protect it. When we litter, pollute or destroy the
land, we contaminate the water in our streams and lakes. That means our
drinking water will not be as good and plants and animals could have
a hard time surviving. Since all water flows downstream and rain falls
everywhere, anywhere on the land is connected to another point in our
watershed. Here are a few things you can do to take care of your watershed:
n When hiking in natural areas, remember to leave no trace. That means
packing away any trash you bring in or find.
n If you have a pet, always pick up pet waste so it doesn’t wash into our
creeks when it rains.
n Keep a reusable bag with you so you’re always ready to carry items you
purchase.
n Keep yard waste contained or, better yet, put it in your green bin.
n Point downspouts from your gutter to vegetated land instead of bare
soil or pavement.
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